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Executive Summary 

The Power Authority of the State of New York (New York Power Authority, Power Authority, NYPA, or 

Licensee) is licensed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) to operate the 

Crescent Hydroelectric Project (Crescent Project) (FERC No. 4678) and the Vischer Ferry Hydroelectric 

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ό±ƛǎŎƘŜǊ CŜǊǊȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘύ όC9w/ bƻΦ пстфύ όŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέύΦ  C9w/ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀ 

license for the Crescent Project on June 26, 1984, and this license expires on May 31, 2024.  FERC issued 

a license for the Vischer Ferry Project on June 26, 1984, and this license expires on May 31, 2024.  The 

Power Authority is filing Notices of Intent (NOI) with the Commission to relicense the Projects.   

The Power Authority will be applying for a new license for each of the Projects on or before May 31, 

2022.  The Power Authority ƛǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ C9w/Ωǎ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ όL[tύ, as established in 

regulation at 18 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations [C.F.R.] Part 5.  As part of the license application 

process, FERC requires the Power Authority to prepare and distribute a Pre-Application Document 

(PAD).  The Power Authority will file a single PAD to cover both the Crescent and Vischer Ferry Projects.  

Separate NOIs will be filed in conjunction with the PAD, and NYPA will file two separate applications for 

relicensing.  The PAD will be filed simultaneously with the NOIs, and these documents will be distributed 

to federal and state resource agencies, local governments, Native American Nations, and members of 

the public that may have an interest in the relicensing of the Projects.  To further assist in disseminating 

information throughout the relicensing process, the Power Authority has developed a website 

(www.nypa.gov/cvf), which will be used to post public documents created during the relicensing 

process, including the NOIs and PAD.  Copies of relicensing documents, such as the PAD, will also be 

available for public inspection during business hours at the tƻǿŜǊ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ Albany Office, 30 South 

Pearl Street, Albany NY 12207.  A proposed process plan and schedule for relicensing activities is 

provided in Section 2 of the PAD. 

The PAD is a tool for providing relevant engineering, operational, economic, and environmental 

information pertaining to the Projects that is reasonably available at the time the NOI is filed (C.F.R 5.6).  

The PAD supplies information to help interested parties understand the Projects and identify 

information that may be needed to support the issuance of new licenses. 

The Crescent and Vischer Ferry Projects are located adjacent to one another on the Mohawk River in 

New York at river miles 4 and 14, respectively.  The upstream project boundary of the Crescent Project is 

the downstream project boundary of the Vischer Ferry Project.  Both Projects generally consist of a dam, 

powerhouse, impoundment, and appurtenant facilities.  Both Projects are located adjacent to the New 

York State Barge Canal System (Canal System).  Descriptions of Project facilities and operations are 

provided in Section 3.   

The Crescent and Vischer Ferry Projects are located in the Mohawk River Watershed.  The Mohawk River 

Watershed lies entirely in the State of New York and encompasses 3,460 square miles within 14 counties 

(Mohawk River Watershed Coalition [MRWC], 2015).  A series of Canal System locks and dams regulates 

Mohawk River flows for navigation purposes, and navigation is the primary use of Project waters at both 

the Crescent and Vischer Ferry Projects.  There are six hydroelectric facilities on the Mohawk River, 

http://www.nypa.gov/cvf
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including the Crescent and Vischer Ferry Projects.  The FERC-licensed Little Falls Project is the closest 

hydroelectric project upstream of the Vischer Ferry Project, and the School Street Project is the closest 

hydroelectric project downstream of the Crescent Project.   

The Mohawk River in the area of the Projects abounds with natural, recreational, and cultural resources.  

Detailed descriptions of existing resources in the vicinity of the Projects including geology and soils; 

water resources; water quality; fisheries; aquatic life; wetlands; wildlife; botanical; rare, threatened and 

endangered species; recreation; cultural; Tribal; and socioeconomic resources are provided in Section 4.  

Based on the resource information available for the Projects, preliminary resource issues and potential 

studies or information needed for the relicensing effort are outlined and discussed in Section 5.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose of the Pre-Application Document (PAD) 

The Power Authority of the State of New York (New York Power Authority, Power Authority, NYPA or 

Licensee) is licensed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) to operate the 

Crescent Hydroelectric Project (Crescent Project) (FERC No. 4678) and the Vischer Ferry Hydroelectric 

Project (Vischer Ferry Project) (FERC No. 4679ύ όƘŜǊŜƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέύΦ  FERC 

issued a license for the Crescent Project on June 26, 1984, and this license expires on May 31, 2024.  The 

FERC issued a license for the Vischer Ferry Project on June 26, 1984, and this license expires on May 31, 

2024.  The Power Authority is filing Notices of Intent (NOI) with the Commission to relicense the 

Projects.   

The Crescent and Vischer Ferry Projects are located adjacent to one another on the Mohawk River in 

New York at river miles 4 and 14, respectively.  The upstream project boundary of the Crescent Project is 

the downstream project boundary of the Vischer Ferry Project.  Both Projects generally consist of a dam, 

powerhouse, impoundment, and appurtenant facilities.  Both Project dams were originally constructed 

as part of the New York State Barge Canal System1 (Canal System2ύ ǘƻ ΨŎŀƴŀƭƛȊŜΩ ǘƘŜ aƻƘŀǿƪ wƛǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 

Scotia to Crescent, providing navigable conditions for barges and vessels and facilitating water level 

control and lock operations.  Both Projects have the same license expiration date of May 31, 2024.  As 

required by law, the Power Authority will be applying for a new license for each of the Projects on or 

before May 31, 2022. 

As an initial step in officially commencing the licensing process, tƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

(18 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations [C.F.R.] § 5.6) require a licensee to prepare and distribute a Pre-

Application Document (PAD).  The Power Authority will file a single PAD to cover both Projects.  In 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ the Power Authority will file the PAD simultaneously 

with the NOIs and will distribute the documents to federal and state resource agencies, local 

governments, Native American Nations, and members of the public that may have an interest in the 

relicensing of the Projects.  To assist in disseminating information throughout the relicensing process, 

the Power Authority has developed a website (www.nypa.gov/cvf), which will be used to post schedules, 

                                                      

 
1 The existing Barge Canal System was created following the passage of the Barge Canal Act in 1903.  However, 
some portion of the the original Erie Canal built between 1817 and 1825 still exists.  For the purposes of this 
document, the Licensee will consistently refer to the portions of the Barge Canal or Erie Canal adjacent to the 
Projects as the Canal System.  
 
2 The Canal System is owned by the People of the State of New York and operated by the New York State Canal 
Corporation (NYSCC), which was created by the New York State Legislature in 1992 as a subsidiary of the New York 
State Thruway Authority (NYSTA).  Prior to 1992, the operations of the Canal System fell under the New York State 
Department of Transportation.  On January 1, 2017, the NYSCC became a subsidiary of the Power Authority (N.Y. 
Public Authorities Law § 1005-b). 

http://www.nypa.gov/cvf
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agendas, meeting minutes, study plans, study reports, and other public documents created during the 

relicensing process, including the NOIs and PAD. 

The PAD is a tool for providing relevant engineering, operational, economic, and environmental 

information pertaining to the Projects that is reasonably available at the time the NOI is filed.  The PAD 

also serves to help interested parties scope issues and identify study needs for the Commission's 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document.  The PAD supplies information to help interested 

parties understand the Projects and identify information that may be needed to support the issuance of 

new licenses.  This evaluation will be documented in the license applications to be prepared by the 

Power Authority and filed with the Commission at least two years prior to license expiration, or by May 

31, 2022. 

Lƴ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ Ǌegulations governing the content of the PAD, the Power Authority 

contacted appropriate federal and state resource agencies and parties who may be interested in the 

relicensing of the Projects.  The Power Authority requested that parties provide any relevant studies, 

data, and information on topics such as geology, water quality, fisheries, recreation, wildlife, wetlands, 

aesthetics, and cultural resources. 

The information contained in this document was assembled based on the requirements set forth in 18 

C.F.R. § 5.6 (c) and (d) and is organized as follows: 

Section 2 ς Proposed process plan and schedule for all pre-application activities, 18 C.F.R. § 5.6(d)(1). 

Section 3 ς General description of the ProjectsΩ location, facilities, and operations, 18 C.F.R. § 5.6(d)(2). 

Section 4 ς Description of the existing environment and resource impacts, 18 C.F.R. § 5.6(d)(3). 

Section 5 ς Identification of preliminary resource issues and potential studies or information gathering 

needs associated with the issues, 18 C.F.R. § 5.6(d)(4). 

Section 6 ς Literature and information sources cited in the descriptions and summaries of existing 

resource data, 18 C.F.R. § 5.6(c)(2). 

Appendix A ς Summary of contacts and correspondence letters made to gather relevant information for 

preparing the PAD, 18 C.F.R. § 5.6(d)(5). 

Appendix B ς Current Licenses, 18 C.F.R. § 5.6(d)(2)(v)(A). 

Appendix C ς Current Water Quality Certifications 

Appendix D ς Flow Duration Curves 
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1.2 Overview of the Integrated Licensing Process 

The Power Authority ƛǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ C9w/Ωǎ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ [ƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ όL[tύ, as established in regulations 

issued by FERC on July 23, 2003 (Final Rule, Order No. 2002) and found at 18 C.F.R. Part 5.  The ILP was 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜ-filing conǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŎƻǇƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǎǳŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

NEPA.  The primary activities that are undertaken in the ILP include the filing of the NOI and PAD, C9w/Ωǎ 

public scoping of issues, the development of a study plan to assess the impacts of continuing the 

ProjectsΩ operations on power and non-power resources, C9w/Ωǎ ƛǎǎǳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ Ǉƭŀƴ 

determination, study execution, and report development and preparation of a license application.  

These activities will take place over a multi-year period ending with the filing of the application for new 

licenses by May 31, 2022.  The Commission will then complete its environmental analysis and processing 

of the license applications. 

¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bhLs and PAD initiates the ILP set forth in PŀǊǘ р ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 

regulations.  As set forth in 18 C.F.R. § 5.7, within 30 days of this filing Commission staff will attempt to 

meet with each federally recognized Native American Nation ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ άƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅέ ǘƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ 

!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ relicensing application. 

Next, as required in 18 C.F.R. § 5.8, the Commission will issue a notice of commencement of the 

licensing proceeding and Scoping Document 1 (SD1) within 60 days of the filing of this NOI/PAD.  SD1 

will include a preliminary list of issues to be assessed during the licensing proceeding and will solicit 

stakeholder comments on the scope of analysis of issues.  FERC will then hold a public scoping meeting 

and site visit within 30 days of issuing SD1.  The site visit will allow stakeholders an opportunity to 

observe the ProjectsΩ layouts and the areas, understand operations, and participate in a question and 

answer session about the Projects.  Subsequent to the scoping meeting and site visit, Commission staff 

may issue a revised scoping document based on public and agency input. 

A detailed proposed Process Plan and Schedule, which depicts all major milestones required in the ILP 

along with a timetable for those milestones, is set forth in Section 2 of the PAD.  

1.2.1 Crescent Project Overview 

The Crescent Project generally consists of a dam, powerhouse, impoundment, and appurtenant 

facilities.  The dam was designed in 1907 and construction of the dam was completed in 1914 as part of 

the extensive modifications made to upgrade the original Erie Canal.  These modifications allowed canal 

traffic to navigate on the Mohawk River, except where channels were constructed to bypass natural 

barriers.  Cohoes Falls, an 80-foot-high set of falls located about 1.5 miles downstream from Crescent 

Dam, prevented direct navigation between the Mohawk and Hudson Rivers.  Crescent Dam is associated 

with Lock E-6 (Figure 3.3-1) and serves as the upstream terminus of the portion of the Canal System 

known as the Waterford Flight, which includes the canal between Lock E-2 through Lock E-6.  The 

Waterford Flight is a 2.5 mile-long section of canal (with a total lift of 169 feet) which allows boat traffic 

to bypass Cohoes Falls. 



Crescent and Vischer Ferry Hydroelectric Projects 
FERC No. P-4678 and P-4679 

Pre-Application Document 

  1-4 

In 1913, hydropower was harnessed at the site.  The original powerhouse was located at the east end of 

Dam A and dismantled ca. 1927 when a line was strung across the river from a newly built, larger 

powerhouse to take its place.  This current powerhouse, located on the western bank, was built in 1925 

and expanded in the late 1980s.  It houses two 2.8 megawatt (MW) Francis turbines and two 3.0 MW 

Kaplan turbines, for a total station capacity of 11.6 MW.  On April 8, 1991, FERC issued an Order 

amending the license to an installed capacity of 11.8 MW based on actual performance.  

The Crescent dam, powerhouse, and impoundment are contributing elements of the New York State 

Barge Canal National Historic Landmark. 

1.2.2 Vischer Ferry Project Overview 

The Vischer Ferry Project generally consists of a dam, powerhouse, impoundment, and appurtenant 

facilities.  The dam was designed in 1907 and construction of the dam was completed in 1913 as part of 

the extensive modifications made to upgrade the original Erie Canal.  These modifications allowed canal 

traffic to navigate on the Mohawk River, except where channels were constructed to bypass natural 

barriers.  There is a single canal lock at the Vischer Ferry Dam, Lock E-7, which is operated by New York 

State Canal Corporation (NYSCC).   

The current powerhouse was constructed in 1925 and expanded in the 1980s.  It houses two 2.8 MW 

Francis turbines with an installed capacity of 5.6 MW and two 3.0 MW Kaplan turbines, for a total 

capacity of 11.6 MW.  On April 8, 1991, FERC issued an Order amending the license to an installed 

capacity of 11.8 MW based on actual performance.  

The Vischer Ferry dam, powerhouse, and impoundment are contributing elements of the New York 

State Barge Canal National Historic Landmark. 
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2 PROCESS PLAN AND SCHEDULE (18 C.F.R. § 5.6 (d)(1)) 

2.1 Document Distribution and Mailing Lists 

2.1.1 Document Distribution 

The Power Authority has developed a website (www.nypa.gov/cvf) to assist in disseminating 

information throughout the relicensing process.  The website will be used to post schedules, agendas, 

meeting minutes, study plans, study reports, and other documents created during the relicensing 

process.  Copies of licensing documents, such as the PAD, will also be available for public inspection 

during business hours at ǘƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ Albany Office, 30 South Pearl Street, Albany NY 12207. 

2.1.2 Mailing List 

The Power Authority will maintain a mailing list of all stakeholders in the relicensing process.  

Stakeholders may sign up for the mailing list by sending an email to CVFRelicensing@nypa.gov, please 

include your name and/or organization name and mailing address.  The Power Authority will use email 

notifications when possible.  

2.1.3 Source Materials Referenced in PAD 

In accordance with 18 C.F.R. § 5.6(c)(2), sources referenced in the PAD will be available to the public. 

Members of the public may send an email to CVFRelicensing@nypa.gov to request source materials.  

The Power Authority will provide requested information.  In responding to a request, the Power 

Authority will provide any requested reference electronically, if possible.  The Power Authority may 

charge for out-of-pocket costs for reproduction of reference materials that were not generated by the 

Power Authority (e.g., books) and, if applicable, postage fees.  Such requests will be handled on a case-

by-case basis.  Copyrighted sources referenced in the PAD will be available for viewing, and to the extent 

allowed by copyright, reproduction, at ǘƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ Albany Office, 30 South Pearl Street, 

Albany NY 12207. 

2.2 Proposed Schedule 

A proposed Process Plan and Schedule with a timetable for the balance of the licensing process is shown 

in Table 2.2-1.  The proposed Process Plan and Schedule may reflect deadlines that fall on weekend days 

(Saturday or Sunday) or holidays.  Deadlines falling on a weekend, holiday, or day when the Commission 

is closed due to adverse conditions are deemed to fall on the close of business of the next Commission 

business day in accordance with FERC guidelines.  While the proposed Process Plan and Schedule were 

developed in accordance with and incorporate the timeframes set forth in 18 C.F.R. Part 5, the 

Commission is expected to establish the applicable Process Plan and Schedule when it issues SD1. 

file:///C:/Users/wbley/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/IE/605MHTKW/www.nypa.gov/cvf
mailto:CVFRelicensing@nypa.gov
mailto:CVFRelicensing@nypa.gov
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Table 2.2-1:  Proposed Process Plan and Schedule 

Activity Responsibility Required Time Frame Citation Date 

File Notice of Intent 

(NOI) and Pre-

Application Document 

(PAD) 

Power 

Authority 

At least 5 (but no more 

than 5 1/2) years before 

existing license expires 

18 C.F.R. § 5.5(d) May 3, 2019 

Hold Initial Tribal 

Consultation Meeting 
FERC 

Within 30 days of filing 

of NOI & PAD 
18 C.F.R. § 5.7 June 2, 2019 

Notice NOI/PAD and 

Issue Scoping 

Document 1 (SD1) 

FERC 
Within 60 days of filing 

of NOI & PAD 
18 C.F.R. § 5.8(a) July 2, 2019 

Hold Scoping Meeting 

and Site Visit 
FERC 

Within 30 days of 

issuance of SD1 
18 C.F.R. § 5.8(b)(3) August 1, 2019 

Comment on PAD and 

SD1; Submit Study 

Requests 

Stakeholders 
Within 60 days of 

issuance of SD1 
18 C.F.R. § 5.9(a) August 31, 2019 

Issue Scoping 

Document 2 (SD2) (if 

necessary) 

FERC 

Within 45 days of 

deadline for filing 

comments on SD1 

18 C.F.R. § 5.10 October 15, 2019 

File Proposed Study 

Plan (PSP) 

Power 

Authority 

Within 45 days of 

deadline for filing 

comments on PAD and 

SD1 

18 C.F.R. § 5.11(a) October 15, 2019 

Hold Study Plan 

Meeting 

Power 

Authority 

Within 30 days of filing 

PSP 
18 C.F.R. § 5.11(e) November 14, 2019 

Comment on PSP Stakeholders 
Within 90 days of filing 

PSP 
18 C.F.R. § 5.12 January 13, 2020 

File Revised Study Plan 

(RSP) 

Power 

Authority 

Within 30 days of 

deadline for filing 

comments on PSP 

18 C.F.R. § 5.13(a) February 12, 2020 

Comment on RSP Stakeholders 
Within 15 days of filing 

of RSP 
18 C.F.R. § 5.13(b) February 27, 2020 

FERC Issues Study Plan 

Determination 
FERC 

Within 30 days of filing 

of RSP 
18 C.F.R. § 5.13(c) March 13, 2020 
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Activity Responsibility Required Time Frame Citation Date 

Initiate Formal Study 

Dispute Resolution 

Process with filing of 

Notice of Study 

Dispute (if necessary) 

Agencies with 

mandatory 

conditioning 

authority 

Within 20 days of 

issuance of Study Plan 

Determination 

18 C.F.R. § 5.14(a) April 2, 2020 

File Response to Study 

Dispute(s) (if 

necessary) 

Power 

Authority 

Within 25 days of Notice 

of Study Dispute 
18 C.F.R. § 5.14(i) April 27, 2020 

FERC Dispute 

Resolution Panel 

Issues Finding (if 

necessary) 

Dispute Panel 
Within 50 days of Notice 

of Study Dispute 
18 C.F.R. § 5.14(k) May 22, 2020 

FERC Issues 

Determination on 

Study Dispute (if 

necessary) 

FERC 
Within 70 days of Notice 

of Study Dispute 
18 C.F.R. § 5.14(l) June 11, 2020 

Conduct Field Studies 
Power 

Authority 

Pursuant to approved 

RSP/Study Plan 

Determination 

18 C.F.R. § 5.15 Spring ς Fall 2020 

File Initial Study 

Report (ISR) 

Power 

Authority 

Pursuant to approved 

RSP/Study Plan 

Determination or no 

later than 1 year after 

Study Plan 

Determination 

18 C.F.R. § 5.15(c)(1) March 13, 2021 

Hold ISR Meeting  
Power 

Authority 

Within 15 days of filing 

of ISR 
18 C.F.R. § 5.15(c)(2) March 28, 2021 

File ISR Meeting 

Summary 

Power 

Authority 

Within 15 days of ISR 

meeting 
18 C.F.R. § 5.15(c)(3) April 12, 2021 

File ISR Meeting 

Summary 

Disagreements (if 

necessary) 

Stakeholders 
Within 30 days of filing 

of ISR meeting summary 
10 C.F.R. § 5.15(c)(4) May 12, 2021 

File Responses to 

Disagreements (if 

necessary) 

Power 

Authority 

Within 30 days of filing 

of ISR meeting summary 

disagreements 

18 C.F.R. § 5.15(c)(5) June 11, 2021 



Crescent and Vischer Ferry Hydroelectric Projects 
FERC No. P-4678 and P-4679 

Pre-Application Document 

  2-4 

Activity Responsibility Required Time Frame Citation Date 

Resolve 

Disagreements (if 

necessary) 

FERC 

Within 30 days of filing 

of responses to 

disagreements 

18 C.F.R. § 5.15(c)(6) July 11, 2021 

Conduct Second 

Season Field Studies 

(if necessary) 

Power 

Authority 

Pursuant to RSP/Study 

Plan Determination 
18 C.F.R. § 5.15 Spring ς Fall 2021 

File Preliminary 

Licensing Proposal 

(PLP) or Draft License 

Application 

Power 

Authority 

No later than 150 days 

before deadline for filing 

final license application  

18 C.F.R. § 5.16(a) January 4, 2022 

File Updated Study 

Report (USR) (if 

applicable) 

Power 

Authority 

Pursuant to approved SP 

or no later than 2 years 

after Study Plan 

Determination 

18 C.F.R. § 5.15(f) March 13, 2022 

Hold USR Meeting (if 

applicable) 

Power 

Authority 

Within 15 days of filing 

of USR 
18 C.F.R. § 5.15(c)(2) March 28, 2022 

Comment on PLP or 

Draft License 

Application, Additional 

Information Requests 

(if necessary) 

Stakeholders 

Within 90 days of filing 

of PLP or Draft License 

Application 

18 C.F.R. § 5.16(e) April 4, 2022 

File USR Meeting 

Summary (if 

applicable) 

Power 

Authority 

Within 15 days of USR 

Meeting 
18 C.F.R. § 5.15(c)(3) April 12, 2022 

File Meeting Summary 

Disagreements (if 

necessary) 

Stakeholders 
Within 30 days of filing 

of USR summary 
18 C.F.R. § 5.15(c)(4) May 12, 2022 

File Responses to USR 

Meeting Summary 

Disagreements (if 

necessary) 

Power 

Authority 

Within 30 days of filing 

of USR meeting 

summary disagreements 

18 C.F.R. § 5.15(c)(5) June 11, 2022 

Resolve USR Meeting 

Disagreements (if 

necessary) 

FERC 

Within 30 days of filing 

of response to 

disagreements 

18 C.F.R. § 5.15(c)(6) July 11, 2022 

File License 

Application 
Power 

Authority 

No later than 24 months 

before existing license 

expires 

18 C.F.R. § 5.17(a) April 3, 2022 
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3 PROJECT LOCATION, FACILITIES, AND OPERATIONS (18 C.F.R. § 5.6 (d)(2)) 

3.1 Authorized Agent 

The exact name, business address, and telephone for each person authorized to act as agent for the 

applicant is as follows: 

Mark E. Slade, Director of Licensing 
New York Power Authority 
123 Main St. 
White Plains, NY 10601 
Telephone: (914) 681-6659 
E-Mail: Mark.Slade@nypa.gov 
 
Justin E. Driscoll, Executive Vice President, General Counsel 
Susan L. Watson, Special Counsel 
New York Power Authority 
123 Main St. 
White Plains, NY 10601 
Telephone: (914) 390-8070 
E-Mail: Susan.Watson@nypa.gov 
 
Charles R. Sensiba 
Troutman Sanders 
401 9th St NW #1000  
Washington, D.C. 20004  
Telephone: (202) 274-2850 
E-Mail: charles.sensiba@troutman.com 

3.2 Project Location 

3.2.1 Crescent Project 

The Crescent Project is an 11.8 MW conventional hydroelectric project located on the Mohawk River, 

approximately 4 miles upstream from its confluence with the Hudson River.  The Crescent Project is 

located in Saratoga, Albany, and Schenectady Counties, New York, and in the towns of Waterford, 

Colonie, Halfmoon, Clifton Park, and Niskayuna (Figures 3.2-1 and 3.2-2).  It is located 2 miles upstream 

of the School Street Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2539) owned by Erie Boulevard Hydropower, L.P.  

The Crescent impoundment is approximately 10 miles long and the upstream terminus of the 

impoundment is located at the Vischer Ferry Project Dam. 

  

mailto:Mark.Slade@nypa.gov
mailto:Susan.Watson@nypa.gov
mailto:charles.sensiba@troutman.com
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Figure 3.2-1:  Locations of Crescent and Vischer Ferry Projects 
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https://www.albany.com/neighborhoods/waterford/
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http://hudson.dl.stevens-tech.edu/hrecos/d/index.shtml
http://www.hrecos.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=143&Itemid=54
https://www.lakestolocks.org/content/vischer-ferry-nature-and-historic-preserve/ltlbfc0c982515f4f857
https://www.lakestolocks.org/content/vischer-ferry-nature-and-historic-preserve/ltlbfc0c982515f4f857
https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/102732.html
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